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IAS E-Newsletter 

Quarter 3 2006
IAS News
· Welcome to the first edition of the Integrated Acquisition System (IAS) Electronic (E)-Newsletter.  The IAS E-Newsletter is published quarterly to keep IAS stakeholders current on IAS news and information.  If you have any questions about the information included in the IAS E-Newsletter or would like to be added to the distribution list, please email IAS at support@iashelpdesk.com.  

· The Office of Procurement and Property Management (OPPM) Procurement Systems Division (PSD) welcomes Marketing Regulatory Program (MRP), IAS’ newest implemented Agency.  The Agencies included in MRP’s implementation are the Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS), the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), and the Grain Inspection, Packers and Stockyards Administration (GIPSA).  Additionally, in early June the Research, Education, and Economics (REE) Agencies will be implemented resulting in the completion of the implementation phase of IAS.  All IAS Users will be operating in the Operations and Maintenance phase of IAS at that time.

· PSD welcomes Ray Varner to the team.  Ray is on the Requirements & Releases (R&R) workstream.  PSD sadly says goodbye to Wanda Hensley.  We thank Wanda for all her hard work and dedication to IAS and wish her the best of luck as she moves on to her new endeavor.

· In May IAS reached $1 Billion dollars in commitments for Fiscal Year 2006.
· Look out for the IAS Annual Close Policy publication in June.

MRP Joins IAS
MRP’s implementation included a ribbon cutting ceremony, celebratory cake, requisitioner and acquisitioner users.  
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IAS Release 2.6

Memorial Day weekend IAS Release 2.6 will be implemented.  Information on the IAS Release 2.6 can be found on the IAS Portal at http://ias.usda.gov at the Releases tab.
In preparation for this release it is advised that all IAS Users change their IAS bookmarks to access the IAS through the IAS portal at http://ias.usda.gov.

IAS Vocabulary Update
In a continuing effort to better meet Integrated Acquisition System (IAS) users’ needs, the IAS Management Team has updated some commonly used IAS terms:
· Document Resolution Manager replaces Error Manager
· Document Resolution Message replaces Error Message
· Filing replaces Hiding (as in filing messages as opposed to hiding errors)

The IAS vocabulary update is in response to User feedback to eliminate word association confusion. 
Forums  
PSD offers a monthly End User Forum (EUF) providing an open communication vehicle between IAS solution providers, PSD and the IAS User communities.  At the forum participants discuss IAS topics, address concerns and share information amongst the IAS communities.  If you are interested in learning more about the forum and/or joining the forum please email the IAS Help Desk at support@iashelpdesk.com.
Proxy Documents

Before going on summer vacation do not forget to set up your proxy.  To review how to proxy please visit the IAS Portal at http://ias.usda.gov and review the IAS Quick Tip “Setting up a Notification Proxy for being out of the Office”, and IAS Guidance “Setup a Receiver Proxy” and the “IAS Questions and Answers Document”.
Website Updates

IAS Website: http://ias.usda.gov
· Visit the IAS Training Calendar on the IAS Portal Training page to view upcoming IAS training opportunities.
· Check out IAS reports on the IAS Portal Reports page.

· Visit the IAS Portal Agency Specific page for Administrative Payments Branch (APB) specific information.
Recent User Guide Postings

· How to Create a Special Calendar

· Invoice Document Resolution Manager 

· Invoice Inquiry

· Receipt Document Resolution Manager 
Recent IAS Document Postings

· IAS Roles and Responsibilities Guide

· IAS Vendor Procedures

· Rules of Behavior for IAS Users

· Introduction to IAS

· Invoice Cover Form

· Rules of Behavior for IAS Users

Important Dates

· May 30 – IAS Release 2.6
· June – IAS Annual Close Policy published

· June 5 – REE Implementation Go-Live

· June 8 - IAS Steering Board (ISB)
· June 15 - End User Forum

· June 27 – Document Resolution Manager Forum
Additional Information
For additional information on IAS, please visit the IAS Website at http://ias.usda.gov. 

Questions
Have a Question? Need help? Contact the IAS help desk @ 1-866-IAS-8686 or via email at support@iashelpdesk.com.
If you have any questions about the information included in this newsletter or would like to be added to the E-Newsletter distribution list, please email IAS at support@iashelpdesk.com.  
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