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June 5, 2006
To:  Agricultural Research Service (ARS), Cooperative State Research Education and Extension Service (CSREES), National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) and Economic Research Service (ERS) Integrated Acquisition System Users
Subject:  REE IAS Go-Live on June 5
Effective June 5, 2006, the Research, Education and Economics (REE) agencies will be implemented on Version 2.6 of the Integrated Acquisition System (IAS), joining more than 10,000 agency users at USDA already implemented on the system.  IAS is a web-based procurement management system that is integrated with the Foundation Financial Information System (FFIS) to support all phases of the procurement process from requisition to payment processing.
IAS streamlines the procurement process and provides greater reliability and accuracy in financial information.  IAS introduces business process changes such as commitment accounting and a requirement for three-way matching between award documents, receiver documents and invoices.  For new users, IAS helps to reduce the workload requirements of existing systems in data re-entry.  

Beginning June 5, 2006, REE users will no longer be permitted to process new transactions in PRCH, as all new transactions will be processed in IAS.  PRCH will remain open for management of existing transactions through December 31, 2006.   Please contact your Agency Lead(s) for additional information regarding REE’s PRCH shutdown plan.
To ensure that you are supported in your transition to IAS, a number of tools have been provided to complement your formal IAS training.  In addition to the computer-based training (CBT) available on AgLearn (www.aglearn.usda.gov), the IAS web site (https://ias.usda.gov) provides access to the IAS System Procedures Document, Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) for users, IAS future releases and enhancements and other key operational materials.  The REE Supplemental Policy Guide available on the REE IAS web site (http://www.afm.ars.usda.gov/initiatives/ias), also provides additional guidance on business process changes and REE policy on handling unique REE-specific transactions.  The IAS Help Desk is available to assist you via phone or e-mail with any questions you may have.  Your IAS Agency Leads will continue to serve as a source of information for the latest IAS updates and information.    

Thank you all for your efforts in ensuring a smooth transition and start-up of IAS at ARS, CSREES, NASS, and ERS.
Sincerely,
Ruby Harvey

Chief
Procurement Systems Division 

IAS Help Desk Contact
IAS Help Desk Hours of Operation       
IAS Portal Link

1-866-IAS-8686
8 a.m. – 8 p.m. (EST)
https://ias.usda.gov


support@iashelpdesk.com                                 Monday- Friday

