Recycling and Waste Reduction at ARS
Federal agencies are required by EPACT 2005 and EISA to make 15% of their existing buildings sustainable by 2015. An important part of sustainability is having a recycling program. Recycling is required by Executive Order 13423 and Executive Order 13514 goes further to require that agencies divert at least 50% of non-hazardous solid waste including construction waste and demolition (C&D) debris by the end of FY 2015. EO 13514 also requires composting of compostable materials. Energy Water and Sustainability P&P 134.2 requires that locations recycle all available materials. 

In most areas glass and plastic bottles, steel and aluminum cans, almost all paper, cardboard, and ink and toner cartridges can be recycled. Electronics and batteries can also be recycled. For C&D debris, lumber, drywall, metals, masonry (brick, concrete, etc.), asphalt pavement, carpet, plastic, pipe, rocks, dirt, paper, cardboard, or green waste can be recycled. Some jurisdictions, in fact, prohibit sending recyclable materials or C&D waste to landfills. 
In March 2010 USDA headquarters did a “trash sort” and found that the regular trash was 23% recyclables by weight. ARS Headquarters in Beltsville MD did a “trash sort” in April 2010 and found that 34% of the regular trash contained recyclables. ARS headquarters has implemented an awareness program, improved signage, and distributed more recycling containers, and there have been significant improvements.
Recycling saves energy, money, resources, and space in landfills and reduces greenhouse gas emissions. It provides feedstock for key domestic industries. The government spends large sums of money on waste disposal. Most products require much more energy and water to produce from virgin raw materials than from recovered feedstock. Waste creates pollution.
What can you do?

Determine what items can be recycled in your area by your current vendors or find additional vendors to recycle more products. Learn about your facility’s waste stream. Find innovative ways to recycle/repurpose materials. For instance, styrofoam packing peanuts can be given back to shipping stores.
Do outreach in your organization and improve awareness. Do a “trash sort.”
Provide sufficient strategically placed containers and signage.

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle. Both reducing consumption and reusing supplies and products are strategies to reduce waste. Print only when necessary and print on both sides (duplex printing is required by EO 13514). Reuse products such as 3 ring binders. 
Reduce the toxicity of your waste. Use green cleaning products. Repurpose or responsibly dispose of chemicals. Substitute less toxic products.
Compost green, wood, or food waste. Purchase compostable products such as biobased cafeteria ware. 

Purchase recycled and recyclable products.
Donate usable electronics to qualified organizations such as public schools. Sell usable or refurbishable equipment to the public. Recycle unusable, unsold equipment. 
Include recycling requirements in all construction, repair, and O&M contracts

Contact vendors and stop unwanted junk mail and publications.

Funds from the sale of recycling can be retained and used for environmental programs.
Resources

USDA Biopreferred program http://www.biopreferred.gov
ARS P&P 134.2 Energy Water and Sustainability policy http://www.afm.ars.usda.gov/ppweb/PDF/134-02.pdf 

ARS Energy Awareness Sharepoint site https://arsnet.usda.gov/sites/AFM/FD/EA/default.aspx
EPA Waste website http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/index.htm
USDA Electronics Stewardship Plan http://greening.usda.gov/ESP07-11-07.pdf
ARS Electronics Stewardship Bulletin 10-100.3 http://www.afm.ars.usda.gov/ppweb/Bulletins/10-100-3.pdf 

USDA Sustainable Operations website http://www.greening.usda.gov/
Big Green Box Battery Recycling http://www.biggreenbox.com/index.php 

UNICOR  www.unicor.gov/recycling/
EO 13423 http://www.wbdg.org/ccb/FED/FMEO/eo13423.pdf 

EO 13514 http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2009/pdf/E9-24518.pdf 
SPI Recycling numbers http://www.greenlivingtips.com/info/plastic-recycling.pdf 
Composting http://www.howtocompost.org/  

